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and kidneys, and then administering piperazine in doses 
of 0.75 gm. by the mouth or subcutaneously. After a 
period varying from two to seven days, the animals were 
killed, and in all of those which had been treated with 
the remedy, a complete disappearance of the uratic de¬ 
posits was observed. On the other hand, the control 
animals which had been treated with borax, phosphate 
of sodium, and lithia exhibited considerable collections 
of uric acid in the different organs. On the ground of 
these experiments, Rosenthal regards Piperazine as the 
most reliable solvent for uric acid. Albuminuria was 
never observed. Dr. Blanc (Americ. Jour, of the Med. 
Sciences, April, 1894) also states “that theoretically the 
use of piperazine is very encouraging. As an alkaloid 
of the pyridine group, it is not poisonous nor irritant. 
The combination of urate of soda and this drug is nearly 
nine times more soluble than the urate of lithia. Vogt 
has found that under fifteen-grain daily doses the 
amount of urates is decreased, while that of urea in¬ 
creases. This goes to show that not only does this drug 
dissolve urates, but it is an oxidizing agent and modifies 
tissue change. On the other hand, the nitrogen which is 
eliminated is not increased, which shows that there is no 
increase of waste, nor supplementary decomposition of 
albuminoids. Piperazine has been strongly recom¬ 
mended for gout, in that it relieves the pain, frees the 
engorged joints, and expels renal calculi. Patients who 
have suffered from nephritic colic, some days after the 
drug experience a recrudescence of the pain, which is 
followed by the expulsion of a large calculus, which 
has apparently been diminished in size by the action of 
the drug. In this respect it appears to act with less dan¬ 
ger than do the alkalies, and more rapidly than the flush¬ 
ing out of the kidneys with mineral waters.” Piperazine- 
Bayer is a chemically pure preparation, and is furnished 
in half-ounce and ounce vials and also in tubes of ten 
tablets, each tablet containing sixteen grains, which is 
an average daily dose. 

Critical Review of the Treatment of Chorea.— 

By Dujardin-Beaumetz (Bulletin General de Therapeutique, 
March 15, 1894). 

Before entering upon the treatment of chorea, the 
disease is to be carefully studied with reference to its 
origin, stage of development and its form. As regards 
aetiology, rheumatism and hysteria play the most im¬ 
portant roles ; frequently they unite in the causation of 
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the affection. It is to be borne in mind that chorea is a 
cyclical affection, having a period of ascension, a station¬ 
ary period, and a period of decline. Discriminations 
between the paralytic and the active forms are also to be 
made. 

The salicylate of soda, which may be regarded as a 
specific in acute articular rheumatism, is valueless in 
rheumatism of the cord and its membranes, producing 
chorea. Antipyrin, in cases that are mild or of medium 
seve rity is more efficacious, and is to be given in daily 
quantities of four grammes. In grave cases, antipyrin is 
found wanting; powerful hypnotics are indicated to 
prolong sleep and to prevent the patient from giving 
himself up to the disordered movements. In these cases, 
chloral from 3 to 5 grammes in twenty-four hours is 
called for. In the milder cases, exalgine o 1 grammes 
from four to seven times daily has also been of use. 

In addition to internal treatment, external medication 
is to be employed. Hydrotherapy is especially applica¬ 
ble to hysterical chorea. It is contraindicated in rheu¬ 
matic chorea with endocarditis. 

Massage and gymnastics are beneficial in the paralytic 
forms, and during the period of decline. 

In hysterical chorea, bromide of potassium and hydro¬ 
therapy are the indications. Of the bromide, from 2 to 
4 grammes are given daily. 

Arsenic plays an inferior part in the treatment of 
chorea. The author employs it for its tonic effect, and 
to counteract the bromide acne. The general depression 
produced by the prolonged treatment with the brom¬ 
ides, may be counter-balanced by the cold douche along 
the spine. The ether spray has been employed as a 
succedaneum for the douche. In very severe cases, the 
cold pack followed by a warm blanket may be resorted 
to. 

In the paralytic form the bromides are not to be used. 
The wet pack appears to be the best remedy. P. M. 

Somatose, the JVeiv Restorative .—Attention has 
recently been directed in medical and pharmaceutical 
journals to somatose, a new reconstructive agent, and, 
according to the reports which have appeared, this prep¬ 
aration is especially suitable for weakly children and 
persons of reduced nutrition. 

Somatose is an odorless powder, prepared from meat 
and readily soluble in water. The solution has a slight, 
not disagreeable taste, which is best covered by addition 



